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Das Erzbistum Köln ist Teil der  
katholischen Kirche und eines der 
mitgliederstärksten Bistümer in 
Deutschland. Rund 1,7 Millionen 
Katholiken leben hier in 67 Pasto-
ralen Einheiten mit über 500 Pfar-
reien links und rechts des Rheins 
zwischen Bonn, Düsseldorf und 
Wuppertal. Über 2.000 Mitarbei-
tende stehen im pastoralen Dienst 
und gestalten zusammen mit den 
vielen engagierten Ehrenamtlichen 
das  
Leben in den Gemeinden und in 
den rund 1200 Kirchen und Kapel-
len. Fast in der Mitte des Erzbis-
tums liegt der Bischofssitz in der 
Stadt Köln. Das Erzbistum wird  
geleitet von Erzbischof Rainer  
Maria Kardinal Woelki. 

Investigation proceedings against Cardinal Woelki abandoned  
 

Cologne. The investigation against Archbishop Rainer Maria Cardinal 
Woelki for possible false statements has been archived. This has now been 
decided by the public prosecutor's office in Cologne. Cardinal Woelki is in-
nocent and has not lied. He has not committed any offences, in particular 
perjury. 
 
‘I am happy and grateful that we have now come to a conclusion here. We 
can now devote all our energy to the challenging tasks of the future. To-
gether with the many committed people throughout the archdiocese, I 
would now like to create new places to experience faith and win more peo-
ple back to Christ and the Gospel,’ emphasised Cardinal Woelki. 
 
In the course of the proceedings, the public prosecutor's office also investi-
gated whether Cardinal Woelki unintentionally made false statements in 
court when testifying. It came to the conclusion that he might have been 
able to give more informed and complete testimony if he had studied the 
extensive documentation better. However, it also notes that a more com-
prehensive knowledge of the files would not have led to different judge-
ments against the BILD newspaper. Cardinal Woelki accepts the final ter-
mination of the proceedings with a condition and thus waives his right to 
have these allegations clarified in court. 
  
With the approval of the court, the public prosecutor's office finally discon-
tinues the proceedings against a condition, which in this case consists of 
the payment of two months' salary to a charitable organisation. This is ex-
plicitly not a punishment. The cardinal is and remains innocent. 
(pek250506) 
  
A non-prosecution subject to imposition of conditions, i.e. the discontinua-
tion of investigative proceedings under a condition, is an instrument of Ger-
man criminal procedural law that is intended to protect the courts from a 
flood of bagatelle cases and to end proceedings permanently. An uncondi-
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tional dismissal, on the other hand, can be appealed to reopen the investiga-
tion proceedings at the request of an interested person who asks for a re-
evaluation of the original unconditional dismissal decision. 
 
 

Redaktion: Wolfram Eberhardt (verantw.), Alexandra Wenglorz, Stephan 
Hammers, Christopher Jelen, Lavinia Michel, Vera Sturm 
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